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AMENDMENTS TO THE CIiAIMS : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior 
versions, and listings, of claims in the applications 
LISTING OF CLAIMS ; 

1 1- (Currently amended) A collapsible shaft assembly 

2 comprising! 

3 an inner shaft having a fitting portion; 

4 an outer hollow shaft having a fitting portion 

5 fitted on said fitting portion of said inner shaft such 

6 that said inner shaft and said outer shaft are 

7 telescopically movable in an axial direction and 
6 incapable of rotating relative to each other; 

9 concave grooves formed in said fitting portion of 

10 said inner shaft; 

11 filling holes , formed in said fitting portion of 

12 said outer shaft, through which said concave grooves are 

13 filled with a resin, resinous slide portions thus being 

14 formed on said fitting portions of said inner and outer 

15 shafts; and 

16 a one-piece, substantially annular low frictional 

17 member fixedly attached to an inner peripheral surface of 

18 a front side end of said fitting portion of said outer 
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shaft , and with radial clearance to an outer peripheral 
surface of said inner shaft . 

2 • (Previously presented) A collapaible shaft 
assembly according to claim 1, wherein said low 
frictional member is constructed of a ring made of a 
synthetic resin. 

3. (Currently amended) A collapsible ahaft assembly 
compri sings 

an inner shaft having a fitting portion; 

an outer shaft having a fitting portion in which said 
fitting portion of said inner shaft is received, the 
fitting portions being connected to each other non- 
ro tat ably and for relative telescoping movement to collapse 
the shaft assembly in response to an impact force; 

said inner shaft having a reduced diameter portion 
extending from said fitting portion thereof in a direction 
of collapse of said outer shaft relative to said inner 
shaft, said outer shaft having an end portion extending 
beyond said fitting portion of said inner shaft so as to 
receive said reduced diameter portion of said inner shaft; 
and 
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16 a low frictional member attached to said end portion 

17 of said outer shaft for movement therewith relative to said 

18 inner shaft during collapse of the shaft assembly, and 

19 through which said end portion of said outer shaft and said 

20 reduced diameter portion of said inner shaft can elide 

21 relative to each other during the collapse of the shaft 

22 aeg ^ l y^ said low frictional member being disposed with a 

23 radial clearance to an outer peripheral surface of said 

24 reduced diameter portion of said inner shaft * 

1 4. (Previously presented) A collapsible shaft 

2 assembly according to claim 3, wherein said low frictional 

3 member is axially fixed to said end portion of said outer 

4 shaft. 

1 5 • (Previously presented) A collapsible shaft 

2 assembly according to claim 4, wherein said low frictional 

3 member is a resin member « 

1 6, (Currently amended) A collapsible shaft assembly 

2 according to claim 5 , wherein said end po r tion of said 

3 outer shaft has an axial end^opening and a recess formed in 

4 an inner peripheral surface adjacent to said axial end 
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5 ot,eni»cr, a*d wherein said resin member is anally fixed 

6 ^aaor^ifW^- iB ^id u a J pn.Mnn of nld^refce* 

7 sha-£-k recess. 

1 7. (Currently amended) A collapsible shaft assembly 

2 according to claim 6, wherein said recess and said reain 

3 member isare substantially annular- 

1 8. (Currently amended) A collapsible shaft assembly 

2 according to claim 4, wherein said end portion of said 

3 outer shaft has an axial end opening and a r ecess formed in 

4 an inner peripheral surface adjacent to said axial end 

5 opening, and w herein said low frictional member is axially 

6 fixed to an i nne r p e riph e ry of in said ond portion o£—said= 

7 out e r shaf t receas - 



1 9. (Previously presented) A collapsible shaft 

2 assembly according to claim 3, wherein said fitting 

3 portions are connected to each other by a resin connecting 

4 portion • 

1 10 • (Previously presented) A collapsible shaft 

2 assembly according to claim 9, wherein said resin 
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3 connecting portion is formed in a groove in eaid fitting 

4 portion of eaid inner shaft and an adjacent Hole of eaid 

5 fitting portion of said outer shaft. 

1 11. (Previously presented) A collapsible shaft 

2 assembly according to claim 10, wherein said low frictional 

3 member is axially fixed to said end portion of eaid outer 

4 shaft - 

1 12. (Previously presented) A collapsible shaft 

2 assembly according to claim 11, wherein said low frictional 

3 member is a resin member . .. 

1 13. (Currently amended) A collapsible shaft assembly 

2 according to claim 12 r wherein said end portion of said 

3 outer shaft has an axial end opening and a recess formed in 

4 an inner peripheral surface adjacent to said axial end 

5 o pening, and w herein said resin member is axially fixed ^ 

6 an inn e r periphery of -in said end- portion of said outer; 

7 *ha-£ferecess - 
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1 14. (Currently amended) A collapsible shaft assembly 

2 according to clam 13, wherein said recess and said resin 

3 member ieare substantially annular. 

1 15. (Currently amended) A collapsible shaft assembly 

2 according to claim S>, ^rein said end portion of sai d 

3 ffll tet shaft has an ax i al end opening and a recess formed in 

4 an inner peripheral s u rface adjacent to said axial end 

5 opening, and wherein said low f rictional member is axially 

6 fixed to on innn-r r-p-*phory of in said ^ad-po rtion of oai ^ 

7 eater-flhaf ferecegs - 

1 16. (Previously presented) A collapsible shaft 

2 assembly according to claim 15, wherein said low f rictional 

3 member is a resin member. 

1 17. (Currently amended) A collapsible shaft assembly 

2 according to claim 16, wherein said recess and said resin 

3 member ieare substantially annular. 



1 18.. (New) A collapsible shaft assembly according to 

2 claim 1, wherein said front side end of said fitting 

3 portion of said outer shaft has an axial end opening and a 

7 

PAGE 1 1/21 * RCVD AT 1/1912004 6:20:32 PM [Eastern Standard Time] ' SVR:USPT0-EFXRM/1 * DNIS:8729306 1 CSID703 610 8968 1 DURATION (mm-ss):03-36 



01/19/2004 13:20 FAX 703 610 8968 MILES & STOCKBRIDGE 0012 



4 



8 ubstantially annular recess formed in said inner 

5 peripheral surface adjacent to said axial end opening, and 

6 therein said low frictional member is axially fixed in said 

7 recess. 
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19. (New) A collapsible shaft assembly according to 
claim 1, wherein said low frictional member is a preformed 
member which is inserted into said front side end of said 
fitting portion of said outer shaft. 



1 20. (New) A collapsible shaft assembly according to 

2 claim 3, wherein said low frictional member is a pre- formed 
member which is inserted into said end portion of said 
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4 outer shaft, 
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